Chapter 26-30 Exercises

The Handmaid says that now, to the Commander, she is no longer “merely empty.” In earlier chapters, she talked about the difference between being valuable and being valued. Do you think she feels valued by the Commander now? Why or why not?













The Handmaid talks about the art in the library, with angels and soldiers. She says, “They won’t have destroyed that.” Why do you think they would have destroyed art? 












Why do you think the art at the library would not have been destroyed by the Eyes and the leaders of Gilead?












What do you think the purpose of the printing prayers at Soul Scrolls really is?  







What is the punishment for treason in Canada? 







What counts as treason in Canada?






Why do you think the standard for treason is so low in Gilead? 


Do you think that women in Gilead have jobs, or do they have something else?










What are the “jobs” women have in Gilead?








List all of the things the Handmaid lists that happened after the attack on Congress: 


What are three parallels between books and money that the Handmaid mentions in Chapter 28?











Why do you think Luke believes that the laws about women owning property are temporary?


Compare the Women’s March in 2017 to the marches that the Handmaid mentions. What are three similarities and three differences between them?
Similarities








Differences








When Moira and the Handmaid talk about the differences they believe are the relationships between women and men, Moira says that between men and women there is an imbalance – but after the change in the law, there is definitely an imbalance. How do you think the Handmaid felt about her relationship with Luke during the conversation with Moira? 






How do you think the Handmaid felt about her relationship with Luke after the property laws changed?









The Commander says that he wants the Handmaid’s life to be bearable. Do you think he is making it bearable? If so, why? If not, what has he failed to understand from the Handmaid’s point of view?
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